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Subject: Police System 


POLICE ORGANIZATION 
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The intornal organization of the office of the Chief of Police includes 
the Chief and Sub-Chief, four Chiefs of Division called Inspector Generals 
and a Secretary Goneral. 


The Divisions are the following: Safety Divisions; Investigntions 
Division; Judicial Division; Administrative Divisione Each of thess divi~ 
sions assumes ita own function, like the Secretariat General; thus the 
Safety Division includes all matters pertaining to the uniformed police 
and safety services; the Investigations Division fulfils the preventive 
and repressive function of secret police and laboratory; the Judicial 
Division takes charge of all matters concorning the relations of the 
police with the administration of Justice; the Administrative Division 
is in charge of ull that concerns the investment of funds, purchase of 
material, furniture, equipment, etc.; the General Seoretariat is in charge 
of all that concerns appointments, leaves and dismissals of personnels 
sanitation, archives, offices, otc. 


{ 
The diagram with the organization and rules and regulations for 1932, | 
modified by subscquent provisions of simple detail, make 1t possible to 
obtain an accurate idea of the Argentine metropolitan system. 


{ 
(SEE DIAGRAM) 


The sectional oommissariats (district police stations) ara depend~ 
encies of the Safety Division and are distributed in police districts. 
They exercise the double function of preventive and repressive police. 

The Gomisario or Superintendent of Police District, is the direct repres~ 
entative of the Chief of Police and has all the attributes and obligations 
conferred and imposed upon him by Jaws and decrees of: the Governnent, in~ 
asmuch as this department, as an administrative institution, carries out 
the orders of the National ExeoutivePower through the Ministry of the 
Interior, and, as a judicial institution, is subordinated to the stipula~ 
tions of the pertinent Codes and Laws, the fulfilment’ of which ‘has been 
entrusted to it. me eee 


For this reason, the district. police stations or Comisarias represent 
the first force of action capable of imposing dur obedience and ‘respect 
towards the rights ef the people, by insuring safety, order, and progress 
relative to social activities, the police being an institution to promote 
orders ee ag 


For this service the dif: eront sections of police are formed as follows: 


atendent of Police District: (Conisario); 1 Assistant Superintendent 


documentas external service is effected with the necessary police forces =, | 
for, cach duty, distributed in three turns or shifts, called “Thirds” | \" 
(Tercios) ‘in the charge of an Inspector and\a. Sergeant, with petty officers — : 
and ag many policemen as may be necessary to cover the different posts of : 
the district, entrusted to their care. The Inspector is: the immediate 
chief of the "Third"; the Gergeant is the and chief-and both of these, ! 
following different schedules, mke inspections of policemen at, their 


posts, general vigilance of tHe district, repression of evil elements, ete. 
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DIAGRAY (continued ) 
Superintendent Superintendent Superintendent Superintenden’ 
ist 2ND BRD 4TH 
District District Di strict District | 

Police stetions 
1 8 Police stations 
j 2 9 21 33 Police stations ‘ 
: 3 15 23 35 10 38 Police stations i 
i 4 17 25 37 11 40 14-26 eae 
H 5 19 a7 39 12 42 16 28 i 
: 6 22 29 41 13 43 20 32 
7 New Port 31 45 36 44 24 34 


The Auxiliaries, with an Aid, Clerk or Employee and a Telegraph Operator, 
are in charge of the internal service in three shifts on varying schedules} i 
the Auxiliaries are the chicfs of the guard and handle all cases that may } 
come up, adopt such preventive and legal measures as may be advisable before 
the crime or trangressions committed, organize the filing of proceedings and 
carry out and control the work which the other police services may demand. 
, In these tasks, the Auxiliary is seconded by the Aid whom he directs in all 
\ procedures of minor importance. In the absence of the Superintendent and 
i Assistant Superintendent of Police District, he remains in charge of the 
station, it then boing his duty to provide such precautionary measures as 
may be necessary for the better fulfilment of the function entrusted to hime | 


There is a corporal and three policemen: for the service of prevention, 
or guard, for the task of attending prisoners, watching over the premises, 
and carrying out whatever orders are givene This body of guards serve in two 
4 turns of 24 hours each, with short rests during the night if the requirements .. 
: of the service so permit. 


The guard service of employees is mde in three turns with daily relief 
and variable schedules from 11 to 19 o’clooks 19 to 7 ofclooks and 7 to 121 
o'clock; with the exception of Auxiliaries who do not serve between 7 and 11 
o'clock, and are replaced by an Assistant Officer. 


“Thirds" are. on weekly service between 6 and 14 o'clock; from 14 to 22 
o'clock and from 22 to 6 o'clock, with additional work on Sunday for “thirds" 
on the morning and night shift, in order that shee who work in the afternoon 
of the previous Saturday may be free. 


" “There are 46 sectional police stations (comisarias secoionales) and for 
their inspection by the District Inspector, they are grouped into 4 zones 
comprising 10, 12 and 1¢ sectional stations. Each one of these districts 
ia in the charge of an Inspector ontrusted with functions of superintendent ’ 

. 3 and control of all the services, who watches over the strict fulfilment of : 
k * instructions issued. by the authoritiese — i 


The Day Officer, in the police station, is in charge of administrative 
functions such as those of a secretariat; he ia in charge of the books, depot, 
equipment » eto., apart from his duties as policemane He is designated from 
| among those who form the personnel of the section. 
\ 
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Tho safety police is reenforced by two bodies which also are under the | 
orders of the Safety Division: The Body of Mounted Police and the Body of A 
Guards of Security (Infantry); the latter includes special services for the a | 
use of tear gis and assault companies. Security services are completed with id 
the Traffic Section, including patrols of motorcyclists and automobiles with ¥ 


radio-telephone equipment connected with the Radio and Alarm Service under the 
orders of the same Division and on the Comnunications section, with subsections 


of Pigeons and Dogs. 


DISTRIBUTION 


OFFICE OF THE CHIEF (Jefatura): This Office controle the Judicial and 
Administrative Divisions, the Secretariat General, the Assessor's Office and 
Sanitutione This distribution is made to divide the work naturally incumbent: 
upon the Sub=chief as the immediate superior of the chiefs of the above branchese 


OFFICE OF THE SUB-CHIEF (Sub-Jefatura)s This Office contols the Safety 
and Investigations Divisions and the Garage Section concerning transportation 
and the distribution of the services thereof. ; 


SUDIVIAL DIVISION: The following sections come under this Division: 
Management of Jaile with Jail Noe 1 for prosecuted and Jail No. 2 for trans~ 
gressors; San Miguel Asylum; Children's Jails “Juan Be Alberdi" Homes "“Viotoria . 
Aguirre" Homes Office and Secretariat ; Reception Bureaus Judicial documents; 
Contraventions Sections; Summaries Sections Office of Judicial Deposits; 
Statistics; Librarye ; 


ADMINISTRATIVE DIVISION: This includes the following sections: Seore-. “ 
tariat with Sub~Seotions of Despatches and Purchases; Accountancy; Treasury; wu 
Comptroller; Service of Supplies and Shops; Architect; Mechanics shops} Deposit 
of Left-Overs; Stables and Veterinary service; Garage (with regard to personnel, 
material, etc. and all that. is not within the distribution of services attri-~ 
buted expressly to the Office of the Sub-Chief)» . ’ 


: Includes the following bodies, sections and branches: 
General Management of Target Practice; Mounted Police; Seourity Squadron; 
Firemen} Traffic Section; Section of Institutes; Despatch Bureau; Section of 
Communications and Sub=Sections of Radio and Alarm Service, Pigoons and 
Police Dogs} Inspection Section; Inspection Office (Com saria ) of the ist 
District with the following police stations (Goat series} lat, and, 3rd, 
4th, Sth, 6th, 7th, Sth, 9th, 15th, 17th, 19th, 22nd an ‘Puerto Muevo (New . 
Port Section); Inspection Office of the 2nd District with the Yollowing sta- 
tions; 2lst, 28rd, 25th, 27th, 29th, 3lst, 33rd, 35th, 37th, 39th, 4let and 
45th; Inspection Office of the 3rd District with the following stations: 
LOth, lith, 13th, 36th, 38th, 40th, 42nd, 43rd, and 44th; and Inspection 
Office of the 4th District with the following stations: 14th, 16th, 18th, 
20th, 24th, 26th, 30th, 32nd 34th. 


STIGATIONS SION: This includes the following sections: presiden~ 
tial custody; Political Order; Sooial Order; Defaloation and Swindle; Robbery 
and Theft; Informations Identifications Judicial Photography; Personal Seourity; ' 
Docks; Banks and Theaters; Special laws; Spegial Sections Books and General 
Index; Police and Detall Museum. 


SECRETARIAT GENERAL! This includes the following sections and branches: 
Personnel, Administration, Despatch and Archivese - 
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This distribution is governed by the provisions of the Special Orders 
dated November 15th, 1932, with the subsequent modifications introduced by 
the Orders of January 30, 1933 (creation of the Inspection Section); June l, 
1933 (creation of the Stables Section, Veterinary Service and Garage Service, 
suppressing the Transport Section which was transferred to the Garage Section); 
February 15, 1933 (creation of General Management of Target Practice); Novem 
ber 13, 1934 (mechanics shops, direot branch of the Administrative Division and 
not of Supplies and Shops); March 6, 1934 (creation of the Home "Victoria 
Aguirre") April 3, 1934 (changing the name of "Caballito Deposit" for “Left« 
Qver Deposit"); April 19, 1934 (changing the denomination Telegraph and Tele~ 
phone Section for "Communications Section” )e 


Frederick D. Sharp 
Capt opGeSen 
Military Attache. 
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Miurrary INTELLIGENCE Division 
| 
War Department GenEeraL STAFF 
Minitrary Arracué Report Argentine. = 
Country Reported On 
Subject seg MUBBL-Military..Organizations..POLLCE -........ 1.G. No. 6020........... 
Source and Degree of Reliability: 
Personal Observation. 
Summarization of Report F 
meneiw' See this report in connection with Disp. #6318, Par. 2(c), 
Aug. 27, 1940, | 
In Comments on Current Meente Entet ttem Hoadings Here 
POLICE, | 
| 
1._Mounted Component: (Security Squadron), | 
(a) Band: SO men 
6 troops ; 
3 platoons - troop i 
1 platoon: 20-24 men. 
(b) Arms; : 
Officers: sabre and pistol; 
Enlisted Men: sabre and carbine, 
(c) Uniform & equipment; 
Grey wool ~ light blue trim; 
Black shoes and puttees(officers: boots); 
Cap; 
Leather cartridge belt containing ap proximately 
40 rounds of rifle enmunition, 
(ad) COMMENTS; The horse equipment is identical to that used 
in the regular army. The sabre is carried on the near side and the carbine 
Slung over the left shoulder and secured to belt by strap. Cantle and 
ponmel rolls are carried, 
Equipment and horses appeared to be in very good condi tion, 
Men have had army service and appear to be better trained | 
and generally of higher type than those of the regular arny, 
Estimated strength: Officers: 27 
Men: 400450 ( 
2. Cyolist Detachment, ; 
a). 2 troops i 
S platoons - troop. ; i 
1 platoon: 24 men. 
! 
Ben cmondanstovsecseaesesscenstevins By as dvaiiversiniasectosvecdsakes Gy iice siete cea! 
oan eae eis ssw Ra: : ' 
From M. A. ..Argentina....... Report No, ..6591 Date October 28,1940, : 
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6020. 
Pistol. 
(c) Uniform & equipment: ‘ 


Dark blue wool = white trim; 
Black leather belt and holster; 
Black shoes and puttees; 

Cap. 


(d) Estimated strength: 
Officers: 8 


Men: 150 
COMMENTS: Uniforms and equipment were in excellent condition. 


3. Motor Detachment. 

a)el troop 
2 platoons: 24 men, mounted on motorcycles 
1 platoon: 8 motorcycle side cars. 
Three of these side cars mounted one light machine gun behind 

a steel shield. 

(b) Arms; 

Individuals, pistols. 


(c) Uniform: 
Seme as "2", 


(d) Estimated strength: 
Officers; 4 


Men: 75 
COMMENTS: Same as "2", 
4. Riot Detachment. 
a) 8 trucks 
16 men each truck. 


(0) Arms: 
Pistol. 


(c) Uniform: : 
Same as "2", 

(d) Estimated strength: 
Officers: 8 
Men: 128 


COMMENTS: Same as "2", 


» Ae Devine, Jre, 
Major, Ge Se, 
Military Attaché. 


All copies airmailed Oct. 30th. 
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A Comparison Between the Organization of the 
Buenos Aires end London Metropolitan Police. 


BUGNOS alRES LONDON 
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SECRETARY GEMSRAL CLEC RE TEAC REE AAR EAS SEAS EASE TOOTS SERA SEA EE SASSO EY, SECASTARY 


Personnel - Despaten ~ AEGHUVES co cesceeeceeecessceceseeseccesoeserees Promotions ~ Transfers - Discipline - Movement of forces. 
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Tuspesver District FORCE 
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District 
Chief 
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. SeStaeu ey. Tistatutes PP a Training School 
Roay vs SousiGe rodics wcrc sce sensseececsecssesbestssacerseeeseres No corresponding section 
Security Squadron cece ccc cc cc ecevsssserasccceseesosssscoscresr eres No corresponding section 
Syotacn ez Poiice Dogs ec c eer escscccsccasesessoesasesesocssses eee " " ft 
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Persensi Security Cece ceeesesseeeesesnesereeseseseHesseseseserede Protection 
SpOCinl SECTION cacccecceccccesececsccecccerevesssscscceces Special Branch gnd Chief 
Decus ee eee eee ee 2 added No corresponding section 
Judicisl Photography Cea eee es eeesesesssSeseSssesseaesesesess " “ Ad 
Renn s ane ™ieatres Sacre eeecesssesteesesosssoeseseeeseeres ee “ LU id 
; Ramblinac . 
S.6cial TAWS eacccecccesccccscsccvsscsosssesssosssesosere (Gaumb 255 Games 


**(Law on Drinks 


TUS Bled .» No corresponding section 


wee cee c cree seca eer es esesessssesaceesoesessesereree 
JUDICIAL CIVIL 
No corresponding SECTION ceccveorecesesecsecsorseorssesserese Collections FB cenvssmsie tba Nout ce 
Inspector teneral Assistant esis 
Spector . . . . Commissioner L 
DIT Ich eee aeeseeescseseasreseesesesereeese Fire arms AFPATRS 
“ " "“ eee eee reser ecreserecseoseessseesese Foreigners 
Jedi@rg LGuuistration sececcecseccceccccesccccoceescoccces No corresponding section 
Pars +4 nae " tty wt 
ne deYuL Nols eect cece ecserssscsscesesesersscoserssscsse see 
agtirre Hosis weer e erence naseresscrreseosssseseseseoesssere se? " " " 
gudici: al Deposits ee ececccc cesses esecsevesesaesessssoseerer® " " " 
Statistics and Library ec cccceceeseeseesesesasesoreseeee seer " " " 
ADUTUISTRATIVE ADUTHNISTRATION 
ase . aos OF 
v +; jssossor's Orrac 8 eee cee eecascssensesesesenereseeneeerere se Legal orfrice — 
Las,estor veered PROPERTY Trustee 
DIVISION anitation eee e nec e eee errewasecas serene eesesaesasesseeseee re No corresponding section’-**"~ ose 
Treasury ceca cee cece e cece rece rsssassessessesecessescasess Financial Administration 
Contracts 
Purchases wee cece cece ssaeeesereesaseesescesscesesessere ee No corresponding section 
Accountancy weer ce cece cceeeeseasassessesessesassscooesreeer?e " " bid 
Comptroller + earn cece cece sssceceserseseceseesaesescosassrerer® " e ” 
Supplies and Shops wer eer ecenesceresecesecsessesssasesese re “ " " 
a te i 
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